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Thank you to all who attended the BBQ on July 9‘'\ The food was delicious, 
thanks to Peter Kovacich and crew. The weather was as beautifi.il as ever. 

A big THANKS! go out to the helpers; Nina Matulich, Helen Ukestad, 

Jo Puhera, Ann Cernokus, Agnes Mifsud, Linda Espejo, Cheri Cernokus and 
a special thanks to Antone Cernokus.. Once again, many thanlcs to Nick 
Rajkovich for the green olives and the loyal bartenders, Steve Zupan and 
John Vodanocich. 

There were 234 adults and 6 children served at the BBQ. 


Our next and last event for this year will be our Annual Christmas Pork 
Dinner which will be held on Saturday, December 16,2006 at the Women's 
Club. A flyer will be sent out prior to the event. 


See you there! 


STEVE BELICK 


_ SACO OFFICERS _ 

PRESIDENT - Steve Beleck - 662-3859 
VICE-PRESIDENT - Peter Kovacich - 724-0071 
TREASURER - Jo Franich-Puhera 724-8930 
RECORDING SECRETARY - Linda Wathen-Espejo - 724-2892 



FINANCIAL/CORRESPONDING SECRETARY - Nina Matulich 724-7971 

COMING EVENT 



DECEMBER 16,2006 - SATURDAY - CHRISTMAS PORK DINNER 

WOMEN’S CLUB 


NOTE: Flyers will be mailed out prior regarding time, price, etc. 


W ELCOME !! NEW S.A.C.O. MEMBERS _ 

Tony & Betty Kesovia Bobeda - Watsonville 
Helen Barbora McAbee - Hollister 
David & Lillian Jercich Nielsen - Aptos 
Kathy Scurich O’Neil - San Mateo 
Skip & Diane Akacich Gribble - Santa Cruz 



Katie Alaga-Smith 

realtor-'' 

Seniors Real Estate Specialist*'* 

55 PENNY Lane, Suite \02 
Watsonville, ca 95076 

cell: (831 > 334-9500 
OFFICE: (83 I > 763-6730 
Fax; (831 } 763-6701 

E-mail: ksmith@davidlync com 

David Lmc 


F.Y.I. - TRAVEL 


Effective January, 2007, passport requirements for American citi; 
will change dramatically. For complete information, visit: 
w u w .ii':i\ ol.,suite . uo . 




















DESSERTS 



Mary Basich 
Adeline Bettincourt 
Ann Cemokus 
Lucille Deretich 
Judy Eiskamp 
Linda Espejo 
Jimie Franich 
Gig Franusich 
Ann Gizdich 
Twoana Gross 
Judy Hager 
Carol Harris 
Betty Jones 


Joyce Kalich 
Mary Lipanovich 
Nina Matulich 
Audrey Mekis 
Agnes Mifsud 
Lillian Nielsen 
Frances Osorio 
Jo Puhera 
Helen Pyle 
Gladys Rodrigues 
S.A.C.O. 

Ann J. Scurich 
Helen Ukestad 
Jacqueline Zadravec 


RAFFLE PRIZES 


Pat &. Nick Alaga 
Frank & Rose Baglione 
Alice Bankhead 
Betty Bobeda(strawberries) 
Linda Pavlovich(strawberries) 
Mary Pilo 
S.A.C.O. 








Margie Secondo 

Alex Solano(strawberries) 

Ann Soldo 

Edie Stene 

Helen Ukestad 

Jacqueline Zadravec 


Chns Jones 
John Lukrich 
Nina Matulich 
Charlotte Car 
Arm Cemokus 

Ann Dabo(49er Tickets - Dec.) 

Thehna Dorey 

Jim Dutra(raspberries) 

Nita Gizdich 
Frank Harris 
Peter Harris 
John Vodanovich 
Steve Zupan 


HVALA PUNO(THANKS MUCH)!! to all for the delicious desserts and 
the wonderful prizes that was enjoyed by all at out armual picnic on 
July 9"*, 2006. 

NINA 

















IN MEMORIUM 


Ella Korach 

95 years, July 16,2006 - Watsonville 

Mother of: Nita Gizdich, Nick Korach, Jr. & John Korach 

Lena L. Kesovia 

92 years, September 12,2006 - Watsonville 

Mother of: Betty Bobeda, Mae Kesovia, Kathryn Winter & 



RoseMarie Kesovia 


Ron Hill 

83 years, September 7,2006 - Watsonville 
Husband of: Babe Hill (Deceased) 

A former Past President of S.A.C.O. 

Wanda “Gwen” Carroll 

90 years, October 12,2006 - Watsonville 

Mother of: Patrick & Gary Carroll & Panette Talia 


CORRESPONDENCE 


Dear Friends of the Slavic American Club, 

It was a sense of sadness that I can’t join you in the future. At the age of 91, 
I was required to move close to my relatives, my nephew Steven and wife, 
Lucinda. I am now living in Santa Rosa, and that is too far for me to travel. 

I have fond memories and good times with you, but as age creeps up, I have 
to slow down. I am unable to get to your dinners, so I guess I won’t be a 
member any longer. However, you will always be in my mind as wonderful 
people. Peter Bilsich - Santa Rosa 



NINA 

I will bring dessert and a raffle prize. We had a wonderful time at the BBQ. 
The food was delicious - my compliments to the Chef. See you at 
“Octoberfest”. Sincerely, Jacqueline Zadravec 



Dear Ms. Matulich, 

Much has happened to me in the last five years(some good, some not so good). 
The latest change is my moving to a new address. I enjoy reading the 
newsletter, as always. The pot roast sounds awfully good. I’ll be eating food 
in China starting Oct. 21**. (Remember Marco “Pulic”, who brought pasta 
from China!). Sincerely, Silvio Skefich 






















Bob and Ann Moresco, tlieir son Chuck, and his wife, Sherae, recently returned from 
a two- week trip to Rome and Croatia. They left San Francisco on May 1*' and 
arrived in Rome, Italy on May 2"‘‘. They stayed at the Grand Hotel Palazzo 
Carpahenga, which was close to the subway where they could travel to Rome’s hot 
spots, including the Coliseum, Spanish Steps, Fountain Trivoli, and the Pantheon. 
They also spent one day touring the Sistine Chapel, St, Peter’s Basilica, and the 
Vatican, where Michaelangelo’s paintings are located. Rome is very crowded with a 
population of four million people who are always in a hurry. It is full of history and 
culture, which makes it a great place to visit. 

After covering the sights in Rome, the Morescos’ flew to Dubrovnik, Croatia. They 
stayed at the Hotel Argosy, located in the Babinkuk District, which overlooks the 
Adriatic Sea. They took a ferry tour to tliree islands which included Kolocep, Lopud, 
and Sipan, and visited the walled city a few times. Arm has many relatives in 
Dubrovnik and the surrounding towns, so the Morescos’ were able see how the locals 
lived. They got to visit the home where Arm’s father (Banovac) grew up in Mrchevo, 
near Orasac, and where Arm’s mother (Muhoberac) grew up in Osojnik. The 
Muhoberac family in Osojnik serves lunch to the tourists, including figs, prosciutto, 
homemade wine and cheese, and apple desserts. It is a great tour to visit if you are in 
the area. The relatives were very kind preparing big dirmers for them, including the 
Grappa. - Zivio! One day, they went sight seeking Cavtat where they climbed 162 
steps to see a monastery. Chuck and Sherae were surprised to see that Bob and Arm 
made it to the top, as it was a very strenuous climb. After a terrific lunch, they went 
to Sipan and saw the Kristich household, and went to Cilipi to see Rafael Radovich 
and his relatives, Rafael was very surprised to have unexpected visitors from 


California, 


The trip was a great success, mostly because Ann is fluent in Croatian and was able to 
speak with the locals. Chuck and Sherae even learned a few words while they were 

1 1 >1 , Mt 1 • *. 1 . 




Bob Moresco, Ann Moresco & Rado Radovich 
in Cilipi - Konavle 


The house is the home of “Rafael” Radovich 





SAN FRANCISCO CROATIAN FESTIVAL 2006 


X, 


‘A TASTE OF CROATIA’ 

To enjoy and experience a traditional Croatian day of food, music, dancing and 
singing, one would be going to San Francisco at the Croatian-American Cultural 
Center, which was held on October 21 & 22,2006. My husband and I (Mike and 
Agnes Gospodnetic^Mifsud) went on Sunday, Oct. 22. We had never been before, 
so it was quite exciting to me especially because I was bom in Croatia, on the 
Island of Brae in Dol. I had just returned from a 2 month stay in my homeland a 
couple of weeks prior to this event and with the food, music and singing, I felt I 
was still there with my family. It was great! I They had authentic Croatian food 
prepared by the Croatian-American Community. The menu included Sarma(stuffed 
cabbage leaves), Kobasice (grilled sausage), Krompir(potatoes), Podvarek(sauerkraut) 
and Zagrebacki Rezanci sa Sirom(macaroni & cheese). Desserts included 
Jabukovaca(apple strudel), Orehnjaca(walnut strudel) Prsurate(drop doughnuts) md 
Morska pjena(sponge cake). 

To start the event off, we sang the U.S. National Anthem and the Croatian National 
Anthem (Lijepa Nasa Domovino). Then the Honorary Consul General of Croatia, 

Mr. Ante Barbieri of Los Angeles spoke and then the festivities began. Outdoors in 
The patio, they had booths selling handmade jewelry and embroidery tablecloths, 
napkins and doilies from Zagreb, olive oil(SMS- Croatia), wines from BiBICH 
Winery in Northern Dalmatia, Skradin, and CD’s from the past festivals. So of 
course, I had to buy something from each booth!!, and I can say it will all be 
enjoyed with my heart and soul!! 

To seek more information and the upcoming events, you can log on to the 
Website ww'w.CroatianAmericanWeb.org or telephone: 510-649-0941. 

























Dear Nina, 

Enclosed is a check for membership dues. I had a wonderful time at the BBQ. 
I don’t get to Watsonville much now that Mom has passed. It was great to see 
many of our family and friends!! Looking forward to seeing you again. 

Thank you, Kathy Scurich O’Neil 


THANK YOU’S FROM THE SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 



APTOS HIGH SCHOOL 


ICX) Mariner Way, Apfos, California 95003-9603 
1831)688-6565 • FAX 688-6430 
WEB SITE. www.aptoshs.net 


RE; Slavic American Cultural Organization 
TO: Mr. Antonio Violich 


We would like to take this opportunity to thank you on behalf of the students, faculty and 
administration of Aptos High School for your valuable contribution to the future 
educational endeavors of our graduating seniors. 

We are pleased to announce that our seniors were awarded over $1,000,000 in reported 
scholarship monies this year; approximately $260,000 came from the generous 
contributions and support of our local, regional, state and national communities. 


Sincerely, 




Diane Burbank 
Principal 




It was our pleasure to have your organization participate in recognizing and honoring the 
success achieved by our students. Please accept our heartfelt gratitude for your continued 
support to the Mariner community. 


cv 











Dear Mr. Violich, 

Thank you so much for honoring me with this scholarship. It will help me with my 
expenses at Santa Clara University next year. I will work hard at achieving my goal 
of graduating with a Business Management major. This scholarship means a lot to 
me because of my Slavic heritage. I have enjoyed coming to the picnics and dinners 
and seeing my extended “family”. I look forward to the S.A.C.O. BBQ in July. 
Thanks again! Sincerely, Megan Gallagher 

To the Slavic American Cultural Organization, 

Thank you for the scholarship offered to me. The scholarship will be of great help and 
importance to me, helping me fulfill my educational goals. This next year, I will be 
attending Cabrillo College, and then transferring to a four-year college. I plan to 
major in Computer Sciences, at this point in time, and I am excited to see what comes 
of it. With my major, I plan to enter the computer software market, where I can 
contribute to any plethora of different roles. Thank you again for helping me achieve 
my educational goals, and help me work for the future. Sincerely, Bradley Car 



Hello Nina, 

It is wonderful that S.A.C.O. can help these students get started in college. 

Hvala, Antonio Violich 

Dear S.A.C.O. Scholarship Officers and Members, 

I’d like to take this opportunity to thank you for your generous efforts to help further 
my education. I am honored to be a recipient of this years S.A.C.O. award. Receiving 
this scholarship means a lot to me and my family. I am currently enrolled as a 
Freshman at Cal Poly, majoring in Engineering. Thank you again for your confidence 
and willingness to help me achieve my goals. 

Sincerely, Evan Cemokus 


BEST WINE DISCOVERY 



Anne McSilver on “Great Getaways” embarked on a tasting getaway to Sacramento in 
the foothills of Amador County, where some vines date back to the late 1800’s and all the 
wines are amplified with a flavorful dose of the American West. “Amador’s old vines 
and scorching hot days produce intensely flavorful wines”. Along Hwy 49, in the town 
of Plymouth on the Shenandoah Rd., is the “Dobra Zemlja Winery(Good Earth) 
harvested by Milan Matulich, a transplanted Croatian who presides over a cavernous 
tasting room built into a hillside. The winery is filled with music, food and people to 
enjoy the unveiling of his new sweet-peppery blend of zinfandel, syrah and sangeovese 
called “Milan Ruz”. A caricature of Milan, with his handle-bar mustache and Einstein 
cloud of hair, graces the label. 


Milan Matulicb says Biji, bis Jack 
Russ fill tfirrier, bdsno nose for wine. 











MY TRIP OF A LIFETIME 
By: Anne Lukrich Dobler 

Most everyone dreams of a “trip of a lifetime”. I experienced mine this 
past June, visiting my father’s homeland on the island of Brad, Croatia, and 
discovering the villages where my mother’s parents once lived. 

This past Christmas, we learned my cousin, who had come here to live as 
a young boy, was planning to take his own family to Brae come summer, and 
asked if we would be interested. Since he grew up in the Lukrich family home, 
could speak the language (mine being very minimal), and would be visiting his 
brother and sister there whom I had never met, my husband Ken and I thought it 
was an ideal time to go! With the skillful help of Jelka Basor from Adriatic Travel, 
we planned our trip and tour of three weeks. 

The tirst leg of our journey was spent south of Dubrovnik, visiting the 
Konavie Valley, Cavtat and the surrounding towns. Barney Radovich’s niece, 
Marija Brautovic met us on arrival, and gave us a wonderful tour of the area, and 
on another day we invited Rafael Radovich to Join us for lunch. Ivanka Ujdur, 
the sister of Anita Lasich, together with her nephew, spent a day showing us the 
area above Dubrovnik. 

The tour of Croatia we had booked with Jelka, then took us through 
Dubrovnik, and onto the charming towns leading to Split. There Ken and I tried 
to locate the convent where my dad's sister, Sr. Karmela once lived. We were 
directed to one convent where we learned there were five different orders in the 
area! Finally returning with some old family pictures late that evening, a very 
sweet nun gave us the information we needed, and through “sign language", 
offered to drive us to the cemetery the next day. Our tour would be leaving then, 
so we decided to try it on our own when we returned. 

On to the towns of Torgir and Zadar, we arrived at the Plitvice Lakes, 
spending a full day hiking the wooden walkways throughout the temaced lakes; 
Just beautiful!! After visiting Opatija, we entered Slovenija, where we walked 
through the huge caves of Postojna and then onto Lake Bled. A few days later 
we were in Ljubljana and the tour ended in Zagreb. 

Renting a car we drove along the Slovenijan border searching for the 
villages of my grandparents, Joseph & Johanna Jakovac Klobcuar. Mamed in 
Brod na Kupi they had made there way to San Francisco, where my mother was 
bom. How special it was to be in the villages where they had spent their youth 
and were mam'ed. 

On our return back to Split we visited the cemetery and located the nun’s 
burial area. The present monument did not resemble an old picture I had, and 
we decided to look further. A little grave digger man, seeing the old picture, tried 
helping me by “sign language”, and we walked and walked. I’ve never seen such 
a large cemetery with its rolling hills, and after several hours, Ken and I had 
gotten separated along the way. I noticed a guard beginning to lock the gates! I 
will always be thankful to St. Anthony (the saint of finding things), because I no 
sooner finished a prayer to him that I heard Ken call my name. He was sitting 
opposite the grave site we had tirst visited, tiguring I would return there 
eventually... he knew I was on a mission! We left in a hurry, so not to get locked 




in, realizing the monument had gotten changed through the years and the sight 
now included all the nuns of Sr. Karmela’s order. That evening we found her 
convent and met a nun that remembered heii What a day... though the story 
didn't end here... 

Meeting my cousin the next day, we took a ferry to the island Brae and 
were met by family. Always picturing only "rocks”, I was surprised to see all the 
trees. The island is beautiful, and arriving in my father's village of Praznice was 
like going back in time. The people were so friendly, and staying in my father’s 
home was the greatest. Days spent there went so quickly, constantly being 
shuttled between my cousin’s homes in Prainice and PuciMa, earing way too 
much, and touring the island. 

On the morning we left, one of my cousins, realizing I collected rocks from 
my travels, had cut one to resemble a house. It came from the original structure 
of my dad’s home. Then he told me that when they were digging the foundarion 
for the new addition they found a religious ring, belonging to Sr. Karmeia. 
Evidently the nuns were sent home during wartime and anything of value was 
buried so that the soldiers wouldn’t take it. Wanting me to have it, I slipped it on 
my finger and it fit perfectly. He said, “You tried so hard to find her, but she 
found you!” 

As I said in the beginning, it was "THE TRIP OF A LIFETIME!!” 
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THE SLAVIC-AMERICAN 
CULTURAL ORGANIZATION, INC. 
P.O. Box 226 

WatsonviUe, CA. 95077 



Steve & Karen Beiick 
1035 ViaTomasol 
Aptos, CA 95003 



DATED MATERIAL —Please Rush 




































